
Stichting The London Story
Fluwelen Burgwal 58, The Hague
advocacy@thelondonstory.org
EU Transparency Register ID: 723187946512-79

Political and
Human Rights
Situation in
India

MID
2022

S T A T U S  R E P O R T  F O R
E U R O P E A N  P A R L I A M E N T

Indian American Muslim Council
6321 W Dempster St., Morton Grove

info@iamc.com
501(c)(3) organization, Tax ID 05-0532361



1

Recommendations

1 Issue a public statement as the EU's Delegation for Relations with India condemning India's
failure to address hate speech targeting religious minorities, and its deteriorating state of
human rights. Inspiration can be taken from an open letter sent by 21 MEPs in March 2022.

6 Hold a dedicated session within the delegation on challenges to India's democracy, and extend
invitations to human rights defenders in consultation with organizations such as Human Rights
Watch, Amnesty International, Frontline Defenders, and The London Story.

3 Operationalize the EU-India People's Roadmap as a parliamentary resolution.

4 Engage closely with the Human Rights Subcommittee on the matter, and communicate with
the Rapporteurs of the EU-India future trade and investment cooperation to ensure all parties
are informed of the situation in India. 

2 Take concrete measures to follow up on the commitments made in the 2021 human rights
dialogue between the EU and Indian authorities.

5 Question the Vice President of the Commission and the EEAS on its steps to engage in
diplomatic action with India on its deteriorating human rights and democracy.
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https://www.alviina.fi/blogi/2022/3/7/avoin-kirje-intian-ihmisoikeuspuolustajien-kohtelustaopen-letter-regarding-the-treatment-of-human-rights-defenders-in-india


I N D I A ' S  G O V E R N M E N T  A N D  H I N D U T V A

E U  R E L A T I O N S  W I T H  I N D I A

An estimated 3 out of 4 ministers in the ruling BJP, including Narendra Modi, are members of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), the world’s largest volunteering organization. 
The RSS explicitly draws inspiration from Nazism and other majoritarian fundamentalist ideologies: In his
1939 book on India’s nationhood, second Chief of the RSS M.S. Golwalkar​​​​​​​ hailed Germany’s “purity”
projects as an inspiration for India. 
As documented by reputed political scientist Christophe Jaffrelot, the RSS is to date convinced that India
must be turned into a ‘Hindu nation’ with a homogenous religious and cultural identity. 
Some branches of the RSS provide combat training and weapons, including to youth. 
In late 2010, one of the RSS’ leaders, Indresh Kumar, was charged as a conspirator in the 2007 bombing
of a Sufi shrine in Ajmer. In 2008, Pragya Singh Thakur, a Hindu 'nun', was accused of participation in a
Hindu-extremist terror attack meant to take “revenge” on Muslims. In April 2019, the Bharatiya Janata
Party appointed Thakur as a Member of the Lok Sabha, the Lower House of Parliament.

In 2014, Narendra Modi was elected as India's Prime Minister. Narendra Modi leads the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), which is also the ruling party in most Indian states. The BJP openly embraces Hindu nationalism,
or "Hindutva": 

Introduction
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The 2020 EU-India Strategic Partnership: A Roadmap to 2025 aims at strengthening EU-India dialogue
mechanisms and addresses a breadth of interrelated topics, including human and cyber security, human
rights and fundamental freedoms, trade and market access, and climate change.
The EU sees an important role for India in international peacekeeping, promoting democracy abroad, and
guiding the EU's new Indo-Pacific strategy. 
The EU and India are in the process of preparing for negotiations for a future trade and investment
cooperation.

India is designated a strategic partner of the EU: 

EU-India documents emphasize "shared values of freedom, democracy, pluralism, the rule of law, equality,
respect for human rights." 

In 2021, over 80 experts launched the EU-India People's Roadmap as a People’s Common Agenda to guide
political action and strengthen the EU-India Strategic Partnership towards a common future and
operationalize these values.

European Parliament Recommendation (2021/2023(INI)) of 29 April 2021 headed by AFET standing
rapporteur on India Alviina Alametsä problematizes the crumbling rule of law and human rights situation in
India. In May 2022, Alviina Alametsä issued a question to the VP/HR on progress on implementing the
recommendation. 
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https://bridge.georgetown.edu/research/factsheet-rashtriya-swayamsevak-sangh-rss/
https://thewire.in/communalism/ms-golwalkar-icpr-terrifying-vision
https://thewire.in/communalism/ms-golwalkar-icpr-terrifying-vision
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=mOXWgr53A5kC&oi=fnd&pg=PR7&dq=jaffrelot+hindu+nationalism&ots=ymhDyTJAnR&sig=Jb0jK2k3yROAJDBf763IQ_7xjWA#v=onepage&q=jaffrelot%20hindu%20nationalism&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=mOXWgr53A5kC&oi=fnd&pg=PR7&dq=jaffrelot+hindu+nationalism&ots=ymhDyTJAnR&sig=Jb0jK2k3yROAJDBf763IQ_7xjWA#v=onepage&q=jaffrelot%20hindu%20nationalism&f=false
https://www.sciencespo.fr/ceri/sites/sciencespo.fr.ceri/files/qdr34.pdf
https://sandbox.cryptpad.info/bounce/#https%3A%2F%2Fcaravanmagazine.in%2Fvantage%2Fvivekananda-international-india-foundation-ajit-doval-influence
https://sandbox.cryptpad.info/bounce/#https%3A%2F%2Fcaravanmagazine.in%2Fvantage%2Fvivekananda-international-india-foundation-ajit-doval-influence
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/sadhvi-pragya-thakur-digvijaya-singh-bjp-bhopal-lok-sabha-elections-malegaon-case-ajmer-dargah-blast-5681180/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/sadhvi-pragya-thakur-digvijaya-singh-bjp-bhopal-lok-sabha-elections-malegaon-case-ajmer-dargah-blast-5681180/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/sadhvi-pragya-thakur-digvijaya-singh-bjp-bhopal-lok-sabha-elections-malegaon-case-ajmer-dargah-blast-5681180/
https://carnegieendowment.org/2012/08/23/eu-relations-with-china-and-india-courting-dragon-wooing-elephant-pub-49173
https://carnegieendowment.org/2012/08/23/eu-relations-with-china-and-india-courting-dragon-wooing-elephant-pub-49173
http://thelondonstory.org/2021/08/15/eu-india_peoples_roadmap/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-9-2022-001761_EN.html


A R B I T R A R Y  D E P R I V A T I O N
O F  C I T I Z E N S H I P

The Citizenship Amendment Act 2019 (CAA) allows the
government to fast-track asylum claims of irregular
immigrants from specific communities. The OHCHR called
the CAA ‘fundamentally discriminatory in nature’, as it
adds a religious criterion to citizenship and specifically
excludes Muslims. Home Minister Amit Shah announced
that a National Registry of Citizens (NRC) would be
conducted for the whole of India. In Assam, the NRC has
already rendered 1.9 million citizens stateless. The NRC
coupled with the CAA risks mass statelessness of Muslims
and other marginalised groups, leading to mass protests
across the country that were brutally quelled.

I N C R E A S E  I N  D I S C R I M I N A T O R Y
L A W S

23 out of 29 states in India have introduced laws
criminalizing cow slaughter, trade, and
consumption of beef with harsh sentences. In
the State of Gujarat, the punishment for cow
slaughter was increased to life imprisonment.
At least 10 states BJP-ruled states have passed
laws requiring governmental permission for
religious conversion for marriage, which are
justified with reference to the conspiracy theory
that Muslim men trick Hindu women into
conversion.

Source: DOTO database

Religious Freedoms
and Minority Rights
India is witnessing a steep marginalisation and curtailment of rights of its religious minorities through laws, while
political leaders actively incite further violence against minorities by engaging in hate speech. Genocide scholars
have identified ‘signs and processes’ of an approaching genocide in India against the Muslim community.

I N C R E A S E  I N  H A T E  C R I M E
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In the over 1369 verified instances of communal
violence, physical assaults and lynching since 2017
(status: 20 May 2022), the majority of victims are
Muslims. Violence against Christians rose by 81%
between 2020 and 2021. In May 2021, 57 attacks on
Christians were recorded, and more than 2000
Christians attacked and injured in the first nine
months of 2021.
During COVID-19, rumours of Muslims purposely
spreading COVID for "Corona-Jihad" led to attacks on
Muslims, their businesses and mosques. 
In January 2022, a Muslim was murdered and cut up
for the ‘crime’ of falling in love with a Hindu girl.
In Uttar Pradesh, the state government detained 41
Muslim minors and subjected them to severe custodial
torture in denial of child rights and dignity.
In 2020, Muslim neighbourhoods in East Delhi were
targeted by coordinated vigilante groups, and of the
53 killed, 200 injured and approximately 2000
displaced, the majority were Muslims. 
In 2022, the governments in several states bulldozed
the houses and businesses of Muslims.
On May 21, a 65-year-old man in India was killed on
suspicion of “being a Muslim”. 
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https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/12/1053511
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/nrc-will-be-conducted-across-india-repeated-in-assam-shah/articleshow/72151491.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/nrc-will-be-conducted-across-india-repeated-in-assam-shah/articleshow/72151491.cms
http://thelondonstory.org/2021/09/20/assam-dossier-2021/
https://pudr.org/sites/default/files/2019-12/Jamia%20Report%202019%20for%20screen.pdf
https://thewire.in/politics/price-of-the-modi-years-book-excerpt
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2021/1/15/indias-love-jihad-laws-another-attempt-to-subjugate-muslims
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2021/1/15/indias-love-jihad-laws-another-attempt-to-subjugate-muslims
http://www.dotodatabase.com/report
https://thewire.in/politics/anurag-thakur-delhi-chants
https://thelondonstory.org/2022/03/02/the-process-of-genocide-is-well-underway-in-india-experts-say-at-final-day-of-global-summit/
http://www.dotodatabase.com/report
https://www.dw.com/en/why-are-attacks-on-christians-increasing-in-india/a-60293867
https://www.nationalheraldindia.com/india/violent-attacks-against-christians-up-by-81-per-cent-since-2020-505-incidents-in-2021
https://www.barnabasfund.org/gb/news/india-s-supreme-court-to-hear-petition-to-stop-attacks-on-christians/
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/bangalore/karnataka-attacks-against-christians-anti-conversion-law-7658233/
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/delhi/man-beaten-in-delhi-on-suspicion-of-conspiracy-to-spread-covid-19-6354586/
https://www.thequint.com/news/india/coronavirus-muslims-attacked-covid19-karnataka-haryana#read-more
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/jan/21/they-cut-him-into-pieces-indias-love-jihad-conspiracy-theory-turns-lethal
https://www.haqcrc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/brutalizing-innocence-report.pdf
https://archive.org/details/DMC-delhi-riots-fact-finding-2020
https://www.livelaw.in/tags/demolition-drive
https://www.thequint.com/news/india/neemuch-man-murder-suspicion-being-muslim-political-reactions
https://www.thequint.com/news/india/neemuch-man-murder-suspicion-being-muslim-political-reactions


State Actors and
Hate Speech
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Several legislators from the ruling BJP, including
Home Minister Amit Shah, have engaged in hate
speech targeting Muslims. 

Yogi Adityanath, the Chief Minister of Uttar
Pradesh, made more than 100 distinct instances of
hate speech during his three-month election
campaign. 

Hyderabad BJP MLA, Raja Singh, has created a
vigilante army to deal with 'traitors’ opposing a
Hindu Nation. 

Hindutva religious leaders have organized Dharam
Sansads (Religious Congress) in which speakers
openly call for Muslim genocide. They are publicly
supported by BJP leaders, such as Uttar Pradesh
MLA Anil Parashar.

A picture posted in 2022 by the BJP in Gujarat, where it is
the ruling party. The caption reads, in Gujarati: "No apology
for traitors". 

Tweet by the BJP announcing it will "remove" everyone
apart from members of specific religious communities.
The tweet has now been removed. Archived version.

Identity of victim in communal violence, attacks and
murders. Source: DOTO database, status: August 2022

https://thewire.in/rights/us-state-department-india-amit-shah-human-rights-refugees
https://thewire.in/communalism/100-instances-of-hate-speech-religious-polarisation-hindutva-supremacy-in-adityanaths-poll-speeches
https://www.thenewsminute.com/article/hyd-bjp-mla-raja-singh-announces-vigilante-army-deal-anti-nationals-109097
https://thewire.in/communalism/yati-narsinghanand-violates-bail-conditions-again-makes-provocative-remarks-in-una
https://thewire.in/communalism/bjp-mla-anil-parashar-haridwar-pratikar-sabha
https://web.archive.org/web/20190427151625/https:/twitter.com/BJP4India/status/1116246724119371776
http://www.dotodatabase.com/report


Democratic Decline
Freedom House’s Freedom in the World 2020 report considers India a "country in the spotlight" for the
“deterioration of basic freedoms”, and moved India down 10 points from 2017, giving it the status of a "partly
free" country. The V-Dem Institute categorizes India as an "electoral autocracy". The government of India abuses
laws, especially the FCRA and UAPA, to crack down on dissenting voices and human rights organizations, and
through internet and media shutdowns imposes prolonged and excessive restrictions on civil society that violate
core civil and political rights essential for a democratic system. 

C R I M I N A L I Z I N G  P R O T E S T

In 2019, the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA), an anti-terror law, was amended to allow the
government to designate individuals terrorists prior to committing unlawful activities, leading UN Special
Procedure experts to warn about increased risk of discrimination. 
In April 2022, the central government passed the Criminal Procedure (Identification) Act that authorizes
storing personal data of protestors for 75 years, exceeding the principles of necessity and proportionality. 
In 2020, the Uttar Pradesh in violation of privacy rights put up public billboards displaying names, photos, and
residential addresses of people who had participated in protests against the CAA, a discriminatory law. It then
passed the Recovery of Damages to Public and Private Property Ordinance, which enabled recovery for
damages allegedly caused during protests the accused participated in without proving they personally
contributed to the damages. 
The Bihar and Uttarakhand police in 2021 issued circulars threatening individuals participating in protests
with obstacles to getting passports, government jobs, financial grants and bank loans, and started monitoring
social media for “objectionable” comments against the State government. 
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I N T E R N E T  A N D  M E D I A
S H U T D O W N S

Number of internet shutdowns by country in 2020. Source: Access Now

In 2019 and 2020, India imposed the highest number of
internet shutdowns in the world to curb dissent in
regions with protests, despite the Supreme Court of
India’s judgement declaring the right to access internet
a fundament right. The seven-month shutdown in
Kashmir constitutes the longest internet shutdown in a
democratic country. 

T A R G E T I N G  J O U R N A L I S T S

In October 2020, the Uttar Pradesh police arrested
Siddique Kappan, a freelance reporter covering the
Hathras gang rape case, who to date is held in
pretrial detention on terrorism charges. 
In March 2022, renowned Muslim journalist Rana
Ayyub was stopped at the airport when flying to
Europe where she was scheduled to speak at an
event on the targeting of journalists. In total, the
government has imposed travel bans on over 22
journalists, several of whom have faced raids,
threats, and detention.
India suspended two Malayalam-language news
channels, Asianet and MediaOne TV for 48 hours
over their coverage of the communal violence in
Delhi. 

The Indian government targets journalists and news
channels critical of the government, or covering
contentious topics. 

https://freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/2020-02/FIW_2020_REPORT_BOOKLET_Final.pdf
https://freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/2020-02/FIW_2020_REPORT_BOOKLET_Final.pdf
https://v-dem.net/media/publications/dr_2022.pdf
mailto:https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/antiterror-law-should-not-be-used-to-quell-dissent-sc-judge-dy-chandrachud-101626162172968.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/antiterror-law-should-not-be-used-to-quell-dissent-sc-judge-dy-chandrachud-101626162172968.html
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=25219
mailto:https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=25219
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=25219
https://prsindia.org/files/bills_acts/bills_parliament/2022/The%20Criminal%20Procedure%20(Identification)%20Bill,%202022%20Bill%20Text.pdf
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/the-criminal-procedure-identification-bill-opposition-slams-it-as-unconstitutional-direct-violation-of-fundamental-rights-2848083
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/up-banners-display-photos-details-of-anti-caa-protesters/article31005797.ece
https://prsindia.org/files/bills_acts/bills_states/andhra-pradesh/2020/The%20Uttar%20Pradesh%20Recovery%20of%20Damages%20to%20Public%20and%20Private%20Property%20Ordinance,%202020.pdf
https://thewire.in/government/uttar-pradesh-property-damage-ordinance-tribunal-sweeping-powers
https://thewire.in/government/bihar-uttarakhand-police-monitor-protesters-anti-national-posts
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/bihar-warns-of-action-for-online-posts-against-govt-opp-calls-it-draconian-7157949/
https://www.accessnow.org/cms/assets/uploads/2021/03/KeepItOn-report-on-the-2020-data_Mar-2021_3.pdf
https://www.accessnow.org/internet-shutdowns-2021/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/3/5/india-restores-internet-in-kashmir-after-7-months-of-blackout
https://cpj.org/data/people/siddique-kappan/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/3/30/rana-ayyub-india-journalist-stopped-from-boarding-london-flight
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/02/08/india-kashmiri-journalist-held-under-abusive-laws
https://cpj.org/2020/03/india-temporarily-bans-2-news-channels-over-covera/


I N C R E A S E  I N  E X T R A J U D I C I A L  K I L L I N G S

Torture and
Arbitrary Detention

There is ample evidence of police torture, arbitrary detentions and extrajudicial killings, and expansion
and the misuse of anti-terror laws, especially against religious minorities and political dissidents.

A R B I T R A R Y  D E T E N T I O N  A N D  T O R T U R E  O F  M I N O R S

In Uttar Pradesh, police arbitrarily detained 41 minors and subjected them to severe custodial torture in
denial of child rights and dignity. The Delhi police also tortured and ill-treated student leaders who were
arrested for organizing protests and speeches against the CAA, a discriminatory law. Many of the student
leaders have been denied bail repeatedly. The COVID-19 pandemic in India has also been misused by the
police authorities to arbitrarily detain and maltreat especially Muslims.

Between 2017 and 2021, there have been 655
recorded cases of deaths in police encounters across
India. 
After the launch of “Operation Clean” in Uttar Pradesh
by its Chief Minister Adityanath, over 1100 police
shootings were reported within one year, with the
Muslim community predominantly targeted. 
During the anti-CAA protests, 25 Muslims were
reportedly extrajudicially killed by the police in Uttar
Pradesh in cooperation with Hindu supremacist
vigilante groups. In Delhi, an official fact-finding report
found that the Delhi police stood and watched as the
mob openly displayed weapons, damaged property and
harmed persons from minority groups.
In a massive eviction drive conducted by the Assam
Government to remove illegal settlers, police
extrajudicially killed two civilians. 
Encounter killings continue to be used in Kashmir to
silence dissent: In 2018 alone, 160 Kashmiri civilians
were extrajudicially killed, 31 of whom were children. 

Anti-terror laws are widely used to target political dissidents. The sedition database notes a surge of
77% in sedition cases in Uttar Pradesh after politically contentious events. 
96% of sedition cases after 2014 have been filed against citizens criticising the government and
politicians. 
Student activists protesting against the Citizenship Amendment Act in 2020 were arrested under the
Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) and detained for a prolonged period without trial. 
In July 2021, Jesuit priest Father Stan Swamy died in custody while imprisoned without trial under
sedition laws. 
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 Causes of death in 111 deaths in police custody in 2020.
Source: National Campaign against Torture

https://www.haqcrc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/brutalizing-innocence-report.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/news/2020/06/un-experts-urge-india-release-protest-leaders
https://scroll.in/article/954538/two-anti-caa-activists-arrested-by-delhi-police-were-tortured-in-custody-allege-family-members
https://scroll.in/latest/1019692/delhi-violence-court-rejects-bail-for-gulfisha-fatima-and-tasleem-ahmad-in-uapa-case
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/delhi-riots-case-former-jnu-student-umar-khalids-bail-plea-rejected/articleshow/90415537.cms
https://thelondonstory.org/2020/04/01/communalisation-of-covid-19-in-india/
http://thelondonstory.org/2022/04/04/upr2022/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/lok-sabha-elections-uttar-pradesh-yogi-adityanath-up-police-law-and-order-5640693/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/lok-sabha-elections-uttar-pradesh-yogi-adityanath-up-police-law-and-order-5640693/
https://thewire.in/rights/anti-caa-protest-deaths
https://thewire.in/rights/anti-caa-protest-deaths
https://theintercept.com/2021/07/03/love-jihad-law-india/
https://www.groundxero.in/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Delhi_riots_Fact_Finding_2020_compressed.pdf
https://www.groundxero.in/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Delhi_riots_Fact_Finding_2020_compressed.pdf
http://thelondonstory.org/2021/09/20/assam-dossier-2021/
https://www.fidh.org/IMG/pdf/20190315_kashmir_briefing_note_-_final.pdf
https://www.fidh.org/IMG/pdf/20190315_kashmir_briefing_note_-_final.pdf
https://www.article-14.com/post/our-new-database-reveals-rise-in-sedition-cases-in-the-modi-era
https://www.article-14.com/post/our-new-database-reveals-rise-in-sedition-cases-in-the-modi-era
https://www.article-14.com/post/our-new-database-reveals-rise-in-sedition-cases-in-the-modi-era
https://www.ohchr.org/en/news/2020/06/un-experts-urge-india-release-protest-leaders
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-57718356
http://www.uncat.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/IndiaTortureReport2020.pdf


" L O V E  J I H A D "  L A W S

Several BJP-ruled states have passed laws requiring
governmental permission for religious conversion
for marriage, which are justified with reference to
the "love jihad" conspiracy theory that Muslim men
trick Hindu women into conversion. 
The affirmation such laws give to the conspiracy
theory have led to a surge in violence. In January
2022, a Muslim was murdered and cut up for the
‘crime’ of falling in love with a Hindu girl.
These laws, alongside others banning hijabs in
schools and criminalizing triple talaq divorce, all
violate principles of necessity and proportionality
and the right to freedom of religion. 

India: Women's Rights 

The World Economic Forum’s Global Gender Gap Report 2021 ranks India under Narendra Modi at the 140th
position among 156 countries. 
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Hindutva religious leaders have organized Dharam
Sansads (Religious Congress) in which speakers
openly call for Muslim genocide. Legislators from
India's ruling party attended and endorsed these
events. 
In December 2021, Hindu nun Vibhanand Giri called
on Hindu men to "rape and impregnate Muslim
women if Muslim men cast even a glance at Hindu
girls". 
In April, a head priest of a Hindu temple declared
with loudspeakers in front of a mosque that he
would kidnap and publicly rape Muslim women. The
police did not register a case for several days.

States led by the Hindunationalist ruling party, the BJP, perform worst, with the BJP-ruled state of Uttar Pradesh
topping the chart for crimes against women in general, and women from minority communities.

T A R G E T I N G  O F  F E M A L E  H U M A N  R I G H T S  D E F E N D E R S  A N D  J O U R N A L I S T S

In January 2022, photographs of more than 100 Muslim women, including multiple journalists, activists and
politicians, were put on the app “Bulli Bai” to be "auctioned".
In May 2020, UN Special Rapporteurs wrote to the Government about the arrest and detention of woman human
rights defender Hidme Markam, expressing concern over her alleged arbitrary detention, which appeared to be in
response to her legitimate human rights work, in particular highlighting instances of sexual violence against
women by State security forces. 
In 2020, student activist Safoora Zargar was arrested on fabricated charges of conspiring to defame India, and
denied bail repeatedly despite being pregnant and developing pregnacy-related complications. She was only
granted bail after her fourth application.
Female human rights defenders continue to be oppressed through the misuse of counter-terrorism laws such as
the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967 (UAPA).
Following government-critical writing in January 2022, journalist Rana Ayyub received over 26,000 tweets,
including many rape and death threats, from social media users who posted in support of the Saudi and Indian
BJP government. 
Journalist Gauri Lankesh was assassinated by Hindu fundamentalists in 2017.
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Facebook Whistleblower Sophie Zhang claimed that
she identified “a politically-sophisticated network of
more than a thousand actors working to influence"
the local elections in Delhi. Facebook never publicly
disclosed this network or that it had taken it down.
Troll farms in rural India have influenced candidate
perception in elections abroad. Within two weeks of
US Presidential candidate Joe Biden selecting
Kamala Harris as his vice, his Twitter following
jumped by over 700,000 - most of which were fake
follower purchased on the open market from troll
farms in rural India. 
Research by the BBC (2018) found that of Twitter
handles propagating disinformation, a significant
majority favoured the BJP (source). For each pro-
Congress account spreading disinformation on
Twitter, there are 120 doing the same for the BJP.
India's ruling party, the BJP, has spread
disinformation both as part of its election campaign
and outside elections. Amit Shah, India’s home
minister, proudly stated: "We are capable of
delivering any message we want to the public,
whether sweet or sour, true or fake."

I N D I A N  T R O L L  F A R M S  I N F L U E N C E
E L E C T I O N S  

S U R V E I L L A N C E

India acquired the Pegasus spyware from Israel as
part of a defence deal in 2017. According to an
investigation, 160 Indians, including prominent
activists, lawyers and politicians, were spied on
using the Pegasus malware. India's Supreme Court
concluded that no conclusive evidence was
available as the Indian government did not
cooperate in the investigation.
In August 2022, a Twitter whistleblower disclosed
that the Indian government forced Twitter to hire
individuals who were "government agents" and
received unsupervised access to user data.
During the protests against the Citizenship
Amendment Act and farmers’ protests, police
deployed drones with automatic facial recognition
technology for mass surveillance. 
India does not have a Privacy and Data Protection
law. A Bill was introduced in Parliament in 2019
but scrapped in August 2022.

T H E  B J P  A N D  S O C I A L  M E D I A

Ahead of the national elections in India in 2019,
Meta's advertising platform undercut competition in
the election, giving unfair advantage to the BJP, the
Hindu-nationalist ruling party of India.
Facebook India's head of public policy prevented
hateful posts from accounts affiliated with India's
ruling party from being taken down, even if they
violated community standards.
Meta allowed surrogate advertisers to secretly fund
BJP's election campaign.
The BJP uses the political ad exemption on Facebook
to pay for amplification of outright lies. In one state, its
ad claimed that a political opponent  had been
instrumental in getting a politician killed 

Mainstream social media such as Facebook,
YouTube and Twitter are regularly deployed  to
amplify content that glorifies state and non-state
led atrocities and everyday violence against
minorities, especially Muslims. One video in which
a radical Hindu monk says "I want to eradicate
Islam from the face of the earth" received 32
million views. 
In 2020, Meta commissioned a law firm to
conduct a Human Rights Impact Assessment
(HRIA) to evaluate the human rights impact of its
platforms in  India. The report has not been
released, while Meta included a "disclosure
summary" sandwiched in its first annual human
rights report. 
Calls for violence against minorities are not
exclusive to India but were also made by Indian
migrants, such as in Australia, where Vishal Judd
was deported in 2021 for attacking people of the
Sikh faith. Judd was welcomed with a parade
when he returned home.

India is the world's largest democracy and a strategic partner of the European Union, with whom it is
increasingly planning free data and technology exchanges and trade. Yet, investigations have shown worrying
trends in India, ranging from governmental use of surveillance technology to sophisticated "troll farms" capable
of influencing several elections.

I N C I T E M E N T  T O  G E N O C I D E
A M P L I F I E D  T H R O U G H  S O C I A L  M E D I A
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