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Donation Acceptance Policy

Diaspora in Action for Human Rights and Democracy (DAHRD) is an independent,

international human rights organization based in the European Union, committed 

to promoting and protecting fundamental freedoms, particularly through countering 

hate speech in India. DAHRD’s operations depend on the generous support

of individuals, foundations, and institutions committed to similar values. This 

Donation Acceptance Policy provides a transparent, accountable framework for the 

acceptance, review, and use of donations. The policy ensures that our 

functioning remains independent, ethically grounded, and compliant with relevant 

laws, while enabling impactful advocacy and programming. 

Guiding Principles

a. Independence

DAHRD retains full control over its policies, activities, and messaging. Donations

shall not influence DAHRD’s priorities or operations. Independence is critical

to safeguarding credibility of our work, advocacy, and campaigns.

b. Mission Alignment

DAHRD only accepts donations that support its objectives: the promotion of human

rights, combating disinformation and hate speech, and advancing social justice in the context of

India. Contributions must not contradict DAHRD’s core values or strategies.

c. Ethical Standards and Due Diligence

DAHRD conducts due diligence on all prospective donations to ensure compliance with

ethical norms, legal obligations, and human rights principles. This aligns with

international standards such as the Accountable Now Charter and the INTRAC

principles of ethical fundraising.

d. Transparency and Accountability

DAHRD commits to clear and timely communication with donors. It publishes annual

reports, financial statements, and programmatic impact reviews. As recommended

by Transparency International (2014), transparency is critical for public trust and

organizational legitimacy.

e. Confidentiality and Data Protection

Donor data is handled in strict compliance with the General Data

Protection Regulation (GDPR) and other applicable privacy laws. DAHRD
maintains secure records and uses donor data solely for organizational purposes.
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Donation Acceptance Criteria

a. Legal Compliance

DAHRD will not accept donations from:

• Entities or individuals under international sanctions;

• Donors under legal investigation for financial crimes or human rights violations;

• Political parties or candidates, in order to maintain neutrality.

b. Ethical Source of Funds

Funds must be derived from lawful and ethical activities. DAHRD will reject donations linked to:

• Arms trading;

• Human rights abuses;

• Child labor or forced labor;

• Corrupt or opaque financial practices.

c. No Conditionality ("No Strings Attached")

DAHRD will not accept funds that come with:

• Restrictions on research findings;

• Constraints on advocacy or public statements;

• Influence over organizational leadership or hiring.

d. Conflict of Interest

DAHRD shall not accept donations where a reasonable perception exists that the donor’s 
interest might compromise DAHRD's impartiality, for example, where the donor has 
business interests at odds with DAHRD’s campaigns.

e. Fossil Fuel Industry and Greenwashing

In line with our climate justice values, DAHRD does not accept donations from:

• Fossil fuel companies, or their major investors;

• Entities engaging in greenwashing, defined as presenting a false image of

environmental responsibility while contributing to ecological harm.
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5. Procedures

a. Review and Approval

All donations are subject to a donor vetting process, which include: 

• Media background checks;

• Review of financial records and public disclosures;

• Consultation with independent advisory board.

b. Threshold-Based Escalation

Donations above a certain threshold (Euros 5,000) trigger an enhanced due diligence 

process and require Executive Director or Board-level approval. 

c. Documentation and Recordkeeping

DAHRD maintains complete and accurate records of:

• Donor identities;

• Donation amounts;

• Intended and actual use of funds.

This documentation complies with anti-money laundering (AML) and counter-terrorist 

financing (CTF) obligations under EU law. 

d. Acknowledgment and Public Disclosure

Donors are thanked transparently. Unless anonymity is explicitly requested, donations above 

a threshold (e.g., €5,000) are disclosed in DAHRD's annual report. However, 
acknowledgment does not imply endorsement of the donor's actions or views. 

6. Refusal and Return of Donations

DAHRD reserves the right to:

• Refuse donations that do not meet this policy;

• Return donations if, post-acceptance, new information comes to light that renders the

donation incompatible with DAHRD’s values.

7. Monitoring and Review

This policy is reviewed annually by the Board of Directors to ensure relevance, 

compliance with new laws, and alignment with DAHRD’s evolving strategies.
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Conclusion 

The DAHRD integrity and effectiveness depend on maintaining public trust, legal 
compliance, and ethical rigor in all fundraising activities. This Donation Acceptance 

Policy ensures that resources strengthen DAHRD’s mission while upholding the highest 
standards of independence, accountability, and transparency. 
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